Editors’ preface to the first issue

The Journal of Applied and Laser Spectroscopy (JALS) is a new journal which aims to find
its position in the already crowded field of scientific journals devoted to Laser and Applied
Spectroscopy. JALS is an international peer-reviewed journal, published under the Open
Access scheme, which grants free access to the published papers by an International
Scientific Community. However, unlike most of the Open Access journals, the publication
of papers on JALS is not subjected to page or publication charges. This almost unique
combination of free publishing-free access would offer the possibility of making visible to
the scientific community paper of high scientific level, granting extremely short processing
times but enforcing, at the same time, a rigorous process of reviewing granted by an
editorial board of 37 highly reputed scientists from 25 countries in four continents.

The first issue of the Journal hosts seven research papers in the field of laser spectroscopy,
mass spectrometry and multispectral imaging. The applications covered range from
industrial diagnostics to environmental analysis, to cultural heritage studies,
demonstrating the extremely wide range of techniques and applications covered by applied
and laser spectroscopy.

While thanking the authors of the papers published in this first issue, we invite the
researchers working in the field of applied spectroscopy and laser spectroscopy to consider
our Journal for publication of their manuscripts. We will do our best to grant the highest
visibility to their work, improving at the same time the impact of our Journal on the
Scientific Community working in the field.
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